
    The Justice Ministry of Blessed Sacrament Parish has been closely following the 
disturbing events occurring in American society over the past several months, and 
indeed, over the years. We turn to our bishops as leaders and teachers in the cause of 
social justice. The following is the general statement of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops on social justice and Catholic social teaching: 
 
   Catholic social teaching is based on and inseparable from our understanding of 

human life and human dignity. Every human being is created in the image of God 

and redeemed by Jesus Christ and therefore is invaluable and worthy of respect 

as a member of the human family. Every person, from the moment of conception 

to natural death, has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that 

dignity. Human dignity comes from God, not from any human quality or 

accomplishment (https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-

development/catholic-social-teaching). 

 

 Our own area has seen horrific racial violence and the targeting of innocent 

people based on skin color. We stand alongside of those who are shocked and 

dismayed by the recent acts against people of color. We fully support the right and 

responsibility of good people to demonstrate against racial violence and injustice. We 

have already demonstrated, peacefully and legally, in support of fair treatment for our 

brothers and sisters of color and plan on doing so again. 

  

 Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles, the President of the Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, stated: 

 

   The killing of George Floyd was senseless and brutal, a sin that cries out to 

heaven for justice. How is it possible that in America, a black man’s life can be 

taken from him while calls for help are not answered, and his killing is recorded 

as it happens? 

   We should all understand that the protests we are seeing in our cities reflect 

the justified frustration and anger of millions of our brothers and sisters who even 

today experience humiliation, indignity, and unequal opportunity only because of 

their race or the color of their skin. It should not be this way in America. Racism 

has been tolerated for far too long in our way of life. 
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While we all deplore violence, Archbishop Gomez went on to say: 

 

It is true what Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, that riots are the language of the 

unheard. We should be doing a lot of listening right now. This time, we should not 

fail to hear what people are saying through their pain. We need to finally root out 

the racial injustice that still infects too many areas of American society 

(Statement of U.S. Bishops’ President on George Floyd and the Protests in 

American Cities). 
 

 During our Justice Ministry’s earlier demonstration, several of us held placards 

asserting Black Lives Matter. We understand that this may have confused or upset 

some observers, as there is an organization named “Black Lives Matter” that holds 

viewpoints that are antithetical to Catholic teaching. We will, therefore, refrain from 

using that phrase and show our support for Black lives using other wording. 

 

 Our plan is to demonstrate again on Saturday, September 26, from 8:80 to 9:30 

a.m., in front of our church, maintaining social distancing and wearing facemasks. We 

invite any interested parishioner to join us. Please bring signs signaling our support for 

Black lives without using the phrase “Black Lives Matter” and avoiding any phrases that 

might misrepresent Catholic Teaching. 

 

 

  

 


